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Motherhood deferred: U.S. median rage for giving birth hits 30 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 

For Allyson Jacobs, life in 
her 20s and 30s was about 
focusing on her career in 
health care and enjoying 
the social scene in New 
York City. If wasn't until she 
turned 40 that she and her 
husband started trying to 
have children. They had a 
son when she was 42. 

Over the past three dec- 
ades, that has become 
increasingly common_ in 
the U.S., as birthrates have 
declined for women in their 
20s and jumped for women 
in their late 30s and early 
40s, according to a new 
report from the U.S. Cen- 
sus Bureau. The trend has 
pushed the median age 
of U.S. women giving birth 
from 27 to 30, the highest 
on record. 

As an older parent cel- 
ebrating Mother's Day on 
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Sunday, Jacobs feels she 
has more resources for 
her son, 9, than she would 
have had in her 20s. 
“There’s definitely more 
wisdom, definitely more 
patience,” said Jacobs, 52, 
who is a patients’ services 
administrator at a hospital. 
“Because we are older, we 
had the money to hire a 
nanny. We might not have 
been able to afford that if 
we were younger.” 
While fertility rates dropped 
from 1990 to 2019 overall, 
the decline was regarded 
as rather stable compared 
to previous eras. But the 
age at which women had 
babies shifted. 
Fertility rates declined by 
almost 43% for women be- 
tween ages 20 and 24 and 
by more than 22% for wom- 
en between 25 and 29. 
Continued on next page 


Allyson Jacobs stands for a portrait outside her workplace, Weanesiay, May 4, 2022, in New York. 
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Continued from Front 

At the same time, they in- 
creased by more than 67% 
for women between 35 
and 39, and by more than 
132% for women between 
40 and 44, according to 
the Census Bureau analysis 
based on National Center 
for Health Statistics data. 
Decisions by college-ed- 
ucated women to invest 
in their education and ca- 
reers so they could be bet- 
ter off financially when they 
had children, as well as the 
desire by working-class 
women to wait until they 
were more financially se- 
cure, have contributed to 
the shift toward older moth- 
erhood, said Philip Cohen, 
a University of Maryland so- 
ciologist. 

In the past, parents often 
relied on their children for 
income — putting them to 
work in the fields, for ex- 
ample, when the economy 
was more farm-based. But 
over the last century or 
more in the U.S., parents 
have become more invest- 
ed in their children's futures, 
providing more support 
while they go to school and 
enter young adulthood, he 
said. 

"Having children later most- 
ly puts women in a better 
position," Cohen said. "They 
have more resources, more 
education. The things we 
demand of people to be 
good parents are easier to 
supply when you are older." 
Lani Trezzi, 48, and her hus- 
band had their first child, a 
son, when she was 38, and 
a daughter followed three 
years later. Even though 
she had been with her hus- 
band since she was 23, she 
felt no urgency to have 
children. That changed 
in her late 30s, once she'd 
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Abortion-rights supporters rally at the State Capitol, on May 3, 2022, in Oklahoma City. 


reached a_ comfortable 
spot in her career as an 
executive for a retail com- 
pany. 

"It was just an age when | 
felt confident all around in 
the many areas of my life," 
said Trezzi, who lives in New 
Jersey, outside New York 
City. "| didn't have the con- 
fidence then that | have 
now." 

Over the last three de- 
cades, the largest increas- 
es in the median age at 
which U.S. women give 
birth have been among 
foreign-born women, go- 
ing from ages 27 to 32, and 
Black women, going from 
ages 24 to 28, according to 
the Census Bureau. 

With foreign-born women, 
Cohen said he wasn't quite 
sure why the median age 
increased over time, but it 
likely was a "complicated 
story" having to do with 
their circumstances or rea- 
sons for coming to the U.S. 

For Black women, pursuing 


an education and career 
played roles. 

"Black women have been 
pursuing higher education 
at higher rates," said Rae- 
gan McDonald-Mosley, an 
obstetrician and gynecolo- 
gist, who is CEO of Power 
to Decide, which works 
to reduce teen pregnan- 
cies and unwanted births. 
"Black women are becom- 
ing really engaged in their 
education and that is an in- 
centive to delay childbear- 
ing." 

Since unintended preg- 
nancies are highest among 
teens and women in their 
20s, and more of their preg- 
nancies end in abortion 
compared to older wom- 
en, ending Roe v. Wade 
would likely shift the start 
of childbearing earlier on 
average, in a reverse of 
the trend of the past three 
decades, "although the 
magnitude is unknown," 
said Laura Lindberg, princi- 
pal research scientist at the 
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Guttmacher Institute, a re- 
search group that supports 
abortion rights. 

"The burden will fall dispro- 
portionately on women of 
color, Black women, peo- 
ple without documenta- 
tion, people living in rural 
areas, people in the South 
— where there are a lot 
of Black women — and in 
the Midwest," said McDon- 
ald-Mosley, who also has 
served previously as chief 
medical officer of Planned 
Parenthood Federation of 
America. 

Motherhood also has been 
coming later in developed 
countries in Europe and 
Asia. In the US., it could 
contribute to the nation's 
population slowdown since 
the ability to have children 
tends to decrease with 
age, said Kate Choi, a fam- 
ily demographer at West- 
ern University in London, 
Ontario. 

In areas of the U.S. where 
the population isn't replac- 


ing itself with births, and 
where immigration is low, 
population decline can 
create labor shortages, 
higher labor costs and a la- 
bor force that is supporting 
retirees, she said. 

"Such changes will put sig- 
nificant pressure on pro- 
grams aimed at supporting 
seniors like Social Security, 
Medicaid, and Medicare," 
Choi said. "Workers may 
have to pay higher taxes to 
support the growing num- 
bers of the retired popula- 
tion." 

Although the data in the 
Census Bureau report stops 
in 2019, the pandemic over 
the past two years has put 
off motherhood even fur- 
ther for many women, with 
U.S. birth rates in 2020 drop- 
ping 4% in the largest sin- 
gle-year decrease in nearly 
50 years. Choi said there 
appears to have been a bit 
of a rebound in the second 
half of 2021 to levels similar 
to 2019, but more data is 
needed to determine if this 
is a return to a "normal" de- 
cline. During the pandem- 
ic, some women at the end 
of their reproductive years 
may have given up on be- 
coming parents or having 
more children because of 
economic uncertainties 
and greater health risks for 
pregnant women who get 
the virus, she said. 

"These women may have 
missed their window to 
have children," Choi said. 
"Some parents of young 
children may have decid- 
ed to forego the second 
... birth because they were 
overwhelmed with the ad- 
ditional child-caring de- 
mands that emerged dur- 
ing the pandemic, such as 
the need to homeschool 
their children."U) 
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The toes of a baby are seen DHR Health, July 29, 2020, in McAI- 


len, Texas. 
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Liam and Olivia once again dominate 
top baby names list 


By FATIMA HUSSEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Olivia 
and Liam are once again 
America's most common 
baby names. And Theo- 
dore joins the top 10 baby 
names list for the first time. 
The Social Security Admin- 
istration annually — tracks 
the names given to girls 
and boys in each state, 
with names dating back to 
1880. The data is based on 


applications for Social Se- 
curity cards. 

Based on cultural and de- 
mographic trends, the list 
shows how names can rise 
and fall in popularity. 

Liam has reigned supreme 
five years in a row, while Ol- 
ivia unseated Emma as the 
top name for the past three 
years, according to agen- 
cy's list, which was released 
Friday. 

After Liam, the most com- 


mon names for boys in re- 
spective order: Noah, Oli- 
ver, Elijah, James, William, 
Benjamin, Lucas, Henry 
and Theodore. 

And for girls, following Oliv- 
ia: Emma, Charlotte, Ame- 
lia, Ava, Sophia, Isabella, 
Mia, Evelyn and Harper. 
The "fastest rising" baby 
names —which signify the 
names growing in popular- 
ity — are Amiri for boys and 
Raya for girls.) 


By BEN FOX, AAMER MAD- 
HANI, and NOMAAN MER- 
CHANT 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON _ (AP) 
The Biden administration 
sought Friday to downplay 
the role of American intel- 
ligence in the high-profile 
sinking of the Russian missile 
cruiser Moskva, distancing 
itself from any direct role in 
one of the greatest embar- 
rassments for Russia since it 
attacked Ukraine. 

A day after an American 
official confirmed that the 
U.S. provided Ukraine with 
information on the location 
of the ship, the White House 
and Pentagon described a 
limited role in last month's 
attack and said the Ukrai- 
nians make their own deci- 
sions. 

The effort reflected the fine 
line President Joe Biden 
walks as he touts increasing 
support for Ukraine while 
fighting off criticism he isn't 
doing enough and simul- 
taneously trying to avoid 
dragging the U.S. into a di- 
rect conflict with Russia. 
“We had no prior knowl- 
edge of Ukraine's intent 
to target the ship,” White 
House spokeswoman Jen 
Psaki said. “The Ukrainians 
have their own intelligence 
capabilities to track and 
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target Russian naval ves- 
sels, as they did in this case. 
Amid strong, bipartisan sup- 
port for Ukraine, the admin- 
istration has provided more 
than $3.4 billion in military 
assistance, and U.S. forces 
are actively training Ukrai- 
nian troops in the use of 
howitzers, drones and other 
hardware in a war now fo- 
cused on the eastern Don- 
bas region of the country. 

The White House = an- 
nounced an addition $150 
million in military support 


Pentagon spokesman John Kirby speaks during a briefing at the Pentagon in Washingion, Friday, 


Friday that included artil- 
lery rounds, radar systems 
capable of detecting artil- 
lery projectiles, and other 


equipment. 
Asked about reports that 
the U.S. provided _ intel- 


ligence on the Moskva, 
Pentagon spokesman John 
Kirby said Ukraine receives 
“relevant and timely” intel- 
ligence from the U.S., but 
also gets assistance from 
other nations and makes its 
own decisions about how 
to use it. 

“And if they do decide to 
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do something with that in- 
telligence, then they make 
the decisions about acting 
on it,” Kirby said. 

American officials insist this 
is a fight launched by Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin against 
Ukraine, not a proxy war 
with the U.S., and the in- 
telligence assistance stays 
within these limits. 

The Pentagon spokesman 
said the U.S. had no ad- 
vanced knowledge of the 
attack on the ship, the flag- 
ship of Russia’s Black Sea 
Fleet. 


“We provide them what 
we believe to be relevant 
and timely _ information 
about Russian units that will 
allow them to adjust and 
execute their self-defense 
to the best of their ability,” 
Kirby said. “The kind of in- 
telligence that we provide 
them, it's legitimate, it’s 
lawful, and it’s limited.” 

An American official said 
Thursday that Ukraine 
alone decided to target 
and sink the Moskva using 
its own anti-ship missiles. 
But given Russia’s attacks 
on the Ukrainian coastline 
from the sea, the U.S. has 
provided “a range of intelli- 
gence” that includes loca- 
tions of those ships, said the 
official, who was not autho- 
rized to speak publicly and 
spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity. 

The Biden administration 
has ramped up intelligence 
sharing with Ukraine along- 
side the shipment of arms 
and missiles to help it repel 
Russia's invasion. The disclo- 
sure of U.S. support in the 
Moskva strike comes as the 
White House is under pres- 
sure from Republicans to do 
more to support Ukraine’s 
resistance and as polls sug- 
gest some Americans ques- 
tion whether Biden is being 
tough enough on Russia.L) 


Census ready to study combining race, ethnicity questions 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 

U.S. Census Bureau officials 
said Friday they are ready 
to start examining changes 
that would combine race 
and ethnicity questions and 
add a Middle Eastern and 
North African category to 
the 2030 census question- 
naire, but they have to wait 
for another federal office 
to start the conversation. 
That office is the White 
House Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget, which 
sets the definitions on race 
and ethnic background for 
all federal agencies. The 
Census Bureau has been 
using Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget stan- 
dards which were set in 
1997. 

If the proposals are ad- 
opted for the 2030 census, 
they would mark one of 


the biggest changes to the 
census questionnaire in re- 
cent years. 

Several years before the 
last census in 2020, support 
was growing for combin- 
ing the race and ethnicity 
questions into a single ques- 
tion and adding the Middle 
Eastern and North African 
category, also known as 
MENA. Census Bureau re- 
search said doing so would 
increase the accuracy of 
the once-a-decade USS. 
head count, particularly 
among Hispanics and peo- 
ple of Middle Eastern or 
North African descent who 
are unsure how to answer 
the race question. 

But those efforts were 
dropped after President 
Donald Trump became 
president. As a result, there 
was no MENA category, 
and the race and ethnicity 


questions were separated 
on the 2020 census form, 
leading to overwhelmingly 
large numbers of Hispanic 
resoondents to answer 
"some other race" for the 
race category, Census Bu- 
reau Officials said. 

"We are not surprised by the 
results. Our research pre- 
dicted them," Merarys Rios- 
Vargas, chief of the Ethnic- 
ity and Ancestry Branch at 
the Census Bureau, told 
members of the Census 
Bureau's National Advisory 
Committee on Friday. 

One of the committee 
members, Helen Hatab 
Samhan, a retired execu- 
tive at the Arab American 
Institute, said it was prefera- 
ble to add MENA as an eth- 
nic category, such as His- 
panic, rather than a race 
category like white, black, 
Asian, American Indian or 
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Residents have begun receiving the U.S. Census Bureau's re- 
quest for information receiving letters with a census identifica- 
tion number to answer questions about their households online. 


Native Hawaiian. 

Among the items the 
Census Bureau wants to 
research is the lack of re- 
sponses to the race ques- 
tion among Hispanics, how 
Hispanics identified their 
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race when they did answer 
the question and whether 
the location of the respon- 
dents made any difference 
in whether they answered 
those questions, officials 
said.) 
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Sheriff: Car linked to Alabama escapee, jail worker found 


By JAY REEVES 

Associated Press 

The getaway vehicle used 
by a man wanted for mur- 
der in Alabama and the 
jail official suspected of 
helping him escape after 
a "jailhouse romance" was 
found in an impound lot in 
Tennessee, where it sat for 
nearly a week before au- 
thorities realized they had 
it, officials said Friday. 
Sheriff Rick Singleton of Lau- 
derdale County, Alabama, 
told a news conference 
the Ford Edge with distinc- 
tive burnt orange paint was 
found on a roadside and 
towed the same day that 
Casey White, charged with 
murder, and former assis- 
tant corrections director 
Vicky White disappeared. 
The vehicle was found in a 
rural area off Interstate 65 
about 100 miles (about 160 
kilometers) from the jail in 
Florence, Alabama. 
Authorities in Williamson 
County, Tennessee, real- 
ized they had the vehicle 
Thursday night, which was 
hours after U.S. Attorney 
General Merrick Garland 
said the two, who aren't 
related, are "regarded as 
extremely dangerous," and 
the U.S. Marshals Service 
has taken over leading the 
search. 

Officials have said they 
hoped Casey White's size 
— 6-foot-9 and 340 pounds 
— would help lead to his 
capture since it's hard for 
him to be inconspicuous. 
He also has_ identifiable 


U.S. Marshal Marty Keely speaks regarding Vicky White, Lauderdale County Assistant Director of 
Corrections, and escaped inmate Casey White during a news conference outside of the Lauder- 


dale County Courthouse in Florence, Ala., Monday, May 2, 2022. 


white supremacist tattoos. 
He and Vicky White ap- 
peared to have had a'jail- 
house romance" before his 
escape, Singleton said. 
"They found the car before 
we even knew they were 
gone," said Singleton. Some 
of Vicky White's belongings 
were found in the vehicle, 
which someone had at- 
tempted to spray paint, he 
said. 

The tow truck driver who 
hauled the vehicle to a lot 
likely saw news coverage 
about the escape and no- 
tified police in Tennessee, 
Singleton said. 

"There's no fault or blame 


on anyone," he said. 

The Williamson County 
Sheriff's Office said the ve- 
hicle had been found in 
Bethesda and there was 
no indication the two re- 
mained in the area. 

A nationwide manhunt has 
been ongoing since the 
pair disappeared April 29. 
Casey White was awadit- 
ing trial in a capital murder 
case and Vicky White was 
assistant director of correc- 
tions for Lauderdale Coun- 
ty. She appears to have 
helped him plan and exe- 
cute the escape, Singleton 
said. 


Authorities are now _ try- 
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ing to determine whether 
any vehicles had been re- 
ported missing in the area 
where the car was found, 
he said. 

"We're sort of back to 
square one with a vehicle 
description," said Singleton, 
adding at one point: "We're 
behind where we'd like to 
be." The two likely had me- 
chanical problems with the 
car and left it where it was 
found in a remote area, 
said Singleton. The sheriff 
said he was worried for the 
safety of his former employ- 
ee because Casey White is 
"volatile" and could turn on 
her at any time.No weap- 


ons were found in the car, 
indicating that the two are 
still armed, said Singleton. 
"My gut is telling me they 
are obviously on the run," 
he said.On the day the pair 
disappeared, Vicky White, 
56, told her coworkers that 
the 38-year-old inmate 
needed to go to the court- 
house for a mental health 
evaluation. She was escort- 
ing the inmate alone — a vi- 
olation of the sheriff's office 
policy. When she did not 
answer her phone or return 
in the afternoon, authorities 
realized the pair had gone 
missing. Authorities eventu- 
ally learned that the evalu- 
ation was never scheduled 
and was just a charade to 
allow Vicky White to sneak 
Casey White out of the jail 
without suspicion. 

The two left in a patrol car, 
which was found aban- 
doned nearby in a park- 
ing lot where investigators 
believe Vicky White had 
parked a getaway car. 

In the past week, authori- 
ties have learned that 
Vicky White purchased an 
array of weapons, includ- 
ing an AR-15 rifle in January 
and a shotgun two weeks 
before the escape. They 
also believe she has a 9 
mm handgun with her and 
have received reports she 
may also have a .45 caliber 
handgun, a federal mar- 
shal said. 

Federal investigators be- 
lieve they had been plan- 
ning the escape for at least 
several months. L) 


Former Parkland sheriff will head much smaller police force 


In this Oct. 21, 2019 file photo, former Broward County Sheriff 
Scott Israel appears before the Senate Rules Committee con- 
cerning his dismissal by Gov. Ron DeSantis, in Tallahassee, Fla. 
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MIAMI (AP) — The Florida 
sheriff ostracized for his 
agency's response to the 
high school massacre in 
Parkland that left 17 people 
dead will again be head- 
ing a law enforcement 
agency as the police chief 
of a small South Florida mu- 
nicipality. 

Former Broward County 
Sheriff Scott Israel was 
appointed police chief 
of Opa-locka in an an- 
nouncement made by city 
manager Darvin Williams at 
a ceremony Friday. Opa- 
locka is part of Miami-Dade 
County. 

Williams said the former 


sheriff will start Monday 
and oversee 47 officers. 
Broward's sheriff's office has 
about 5,600 employees, in- 
cluding about 2,700 depu- 
ties and about 700 firefight- 
ers. 

Israel said he was look- 
ing forward to serving the 
people of Opa-locka and 
thanked God for the op- 
portunity. 

"| won't let you down,” 
said Friday. 

Israel was removed from of- 
fice by Gov. Ron DeSantis 
in 2019, nearly a year after 
the February 2018 massa- 
cre at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in 


Israel 


Parkland, saying the sheriff 
displayed poor leadership 
and failed to keep children 
safe during the mass shoot- 
ing. 

DeSantis appointed Greg- 
ory Tony to take over the 
sheriff's office in Broward. 
Then Tony beat Israel in the 
Democratic primary for the 
position in 2020 and went 
on to win the general elec- 
tion. 

In 2021, Israel was hired by 
the police department in 
Davie, Florida, a municipal- 
ity in Broward County, to re- 
view five red light cameras 
and appear in court if any- 
one challenged a ticket.) 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Records 
amounts of cocaine are 
being seized in Europe while 
manufacturing of the drug 
is now taking place inside 
the the European Union, of- 
ficials in charge of fighting 
and monitoring drugs use in 
the bloc warned on Friday. 
More than 214 tons of co- 
caine were seized in Eu- 
rope in 2020, a 6% increase 
from the previous year, 
and experts from the Euro- 
pean Monitoring Center for 
Drugs and Drug Addiction 
(EMCDDA) believe — that 
amount could reach 300 
tons in 2022. 

With a market retail value 
estimated at 10.5 billion eu- 
ros in 2020 and about 3.5 
million European citizens 
reporting having used it in 
the past year, cocaine is 
the second most used drug 
in the EU after cannabis. 

Its availability in Europe has 
never been higher, with ex- 
tremely high purity and low 
prices. 

While most cocaine manu- 
facturing still occurs in Co- 
lombia, Peru and Bolivia, 
EU experts are worried by 
the processing now taking 
place inside the 27-nation 
bloc, particularly in Bel- 
gium, Spain and the Neth- 
erlands. 

Between 2018 and 2020, 45 
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Bales of cocaine weighting some 5,2 tons and a seized yacht are displayed for the media at a 
Portuguese Navy base in Almada, south of Lisbon, on Oct. 18, 2021. 


illicit production laborato- 
ries were discovered in the 
EU. 

Speaking at a news con- 
ference in Brussels, Laurent 
Laniel, a scientific analyst 
at the EMCDDA, said that 
cocaine powder is of- 
ten smuggled from South 
America to Europe in car- 
rier materials such as char- 
coal and plastics, then ex- 
tracted in local laborato- 
ries. 

Alexis Goosdeel, the EMCD- 


DA director, said the avail- 
ability on the continent of 
large amounts of cocaine 
base and paste increases 
the risk of seeing new forms 
of highly addictive crack 
emerging on European 
markets. 

“We are now facing a 
growing threat from a 
more diverse and dynamic 
drug market that is driven 
by closer collaboration 
between European and 
international criminal orga- 
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nizations,” he said. “This has 
resulted in record levels of 
drug availability, rising vio- 
lence and corruption, and 
greater health problems.” 
The expansion of the co- 
caine market also saw a 
rise in violence and corrup- 
tion in the EU, with fierce 
competition between traf- 
fickers leading to a rise in 
homicides and _ intimida- 
tion. 

“Violence nowadays is a 
key feature for criminal or- 


ganizations to make sure 
that they are the strongest 
in their business area,” De 
Bolle said. “The violence 
has also a direct impact 
on citizens on the streets 
because we see people 
dying on the streets in the 
European Union.” 
EU experts also looked at 
the growing methamphe?t- 
amine market, which has 
been spreading in recent 
years after being initially 
concentrated in the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. In 
2020, a total of 215 meth- 
amphetamine laboratories 
were dismantled in the re- 
gion, according to reports 
from nine EU countries. 
According to Europol, the 
EU agency for law enforce- 
ment, European manufac- 
turers of synthetic drugs are 
working in cahoots with 
Mexican cartels to increase 
production. 
“We see a clear link, Eu- 
rope-Mexico,” said  Eu- 
ropol’s executive director, 
Catherine De Bolle. “Mexi- 
can people, drugs criminals 
from the cartels are active 
on the European soil. 
Chemists from Mexico 
come to the European 
Union because they are 
specialized in the produc- 
tion and in the use of meth- 
amphetamine. So we see 
that they are active in the 
labs.”U) 


With Ukraine's ports blocked, trains in Europe haul grain 


By PHILIPP-MORITZ JENNE 
VIENNA (AP) — A train car- 
rying 2,000 metric tons of 
Ukrainian corn arrived in 
Austria on Friday, part of 
European efforts to elude 
a Russian blockade of 
Ukraine’s ports that has 
prevented critical = sup- 
plies of wheat, corn and 
other grains from getting to 
countries in Africa, Middle 
East and parts of Asia. 
Standing in front of a rail 
car adorned with the Aus- 
trian and Ukrainian flags, 
Austria's farming minister, 
Elisabeth Koestinger, said 
the shipment marked the 
establishment of a “green 
corridor” for important car- 
go shipments between the 
two countries. 

“Grain and animal feed ex- 
ports can’t leave Ukraine 


via the sea route. That's 
why we are creating green 
corridors,” Koestinger said. 
The shipment comes amid 
a wider struggle to cope 
with disruptions to global 
food supplies triggered by 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine, 
with both countries two of 
the world’s biggest suppli- 
ers of wheat, barley and 
sunflower oil. Russia is also a 
major exporter of fertilizers 
that farmers need to grow 
crops. 

The potential loss of afford- 
able grain supplies that 
millions around the world 
rely on for cheap bread 
and noodles has raised the 
risk Of food shortages and 
political instability in coun- 
tries where many people 
already were not getting 
enough to eat. With food 


prices already soaring, the 
high cost of fertilizers and 
cooking oils are further 
squeezing the global food 
chain. 

To help ease the crunch in 
a small way, trains will carry 
up to 60,000 metric tons of 
grain from Ukraine to Aus- 
tria every month, adding 
to similar shipments to Ger- 
many. Those exports cir- 
cumvent Russia’s blockade 
of Odesa, Ukraine’s largest 
port, on the Black Sea. 

The Ukrainian ambassador 
to Austria, Vasyl Knymynets, 
called the new land route 
an important symbol of 
Ukraine’s cooperation with 
its partners. 

“We are looking for routes 
to supply the world with 
food,” he said. 

Khymynets said 600,000 


A freight train with fodder maize, arriving from the Ukraine arrives 
in Vienna, Austria, Friday, May 6, 2022. 


metric tons of Ukrainian 
grain could potentially be 
exported every month via 
various land routes just a 
fraction of Ukraine’s export 


Associated Press 


capacity of 25 million tons. 
The initial Austrian shipment 
was purchased by ani- 
mal feed producer in that 
country. LJ 
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Israel searches for atta 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli se- 
curity forces took part in a 
massive manhunt Friday for 
two Palestinians suspected 
of carrying out a stabbing 
rampage near Tel Aviv that 
left three Israelis dead. 

The stabbing on Thursday, 
Israel’s Independence 
Day, was the latest in a se- 
ries of deadly assaults deep 
inside the country in recent 
weeks. If came as Israeli- 
Palestinian tensions were 
already heightened by vio- 
lence at a major holy site in 
Jerusalem sacred to Jews 
and Muslims. 

Police said they were 
searching for two suspects, 
19 and 20 years old, from 
the town of Jenin in the oc- 
cupied West Bank, which 
has re-emerged as a mili- 
tant bastion in the latest 
wave of violence the worst 
Israel has seen in years. Sev- 
eral attackers have come 
from in or around Jenin, 
and Israeli forces have 
launched arrest raids that 
have ignited gunbattles 
there. 

“We will get our hands on 
the terrorists and their sup- 
portive environment, and 
they will pay the price,” Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett said after huddling 
with senior security officials 
late Thursday. Authorities 
said the attackers fled in a 
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Ultra-Orthodox Jewish mourners encircle a man overcome with grief at the funeral for Yonatan 
Havakuk and Boaz Gol, a day after they were killed in a stabbing attack in Elad, Israel, Friday, 
May 6, 2022. 


vehicle. 

Medics described a horrific 
scene in Elad, an ultra-Or- 
thodox town near Tel Aviv. 
In addition to the three 
killed, four others were 
wounded, one of them crit- 
ically. Police said at least 
one of the assailants wield- 
ed an axe in the attack. 
Israeli media — identified 
those killed as Yonatan Ha- 
vakuk, Boaz Gol and Oren 
Ben Yiftah, three fathers 
in their 30s and 40s who 
together are survived by 


16 children. Ben Yiftah, 35 
years old and the father of 
six, was from the central city 
of Lod. The city’s mayor, 
Yair Revivo, said “our heart 
breaks into tiny pieces” in a 
Facebook post, calling it a 
“great tragedy.” 

Israel marked its Indepen- 
dence Day on Thursday, 
a festive national holiday 
in which people typically 
hold barbecues and at- 
tend air shows. 

Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz extended a closure 
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on the West Bank, imposed 
ahead of the holiday to 
prevent Palestinians from 
entering Israel, to remain in 
effect until Sunday. 

In Washington, Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
condemned the “horrific 
attack targeting innocent 
men and women.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister Yair 
Lapid spoke with his Emi- 
rati counterpart, Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Na- 
hyan, who “strongly con- 
demned” the attack in 
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ho killed 3 in mass stabbing 


Elad, according to a state- 
ment from Lapid’s office. 
Palestinian President Mah- 
moud Abbas, whose gov- 
ernment administers auton- 
omous zones in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and 
cooperates with Israel on 
security, also condemned 
the attack. 

“The killing of Palestinian 
and Israeli civilians leads 
only to more deterioration 
at a time when all of us 
try to achieve stability and 
prevent escalation,” the 
official Wafa news agency 
quoted him as saying. 

The Palestinian = militant 
group Hamas, which rules 
the Gaza Strip, praised the 
attack and linked it to vio- 
lence at the Jerusalem holy 
site. 

“The storming of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque can’t go unpun- 
ished,” Hamas spokesman 
Hazem Qassem said. “The 
heroic operation in Tel Aviv 
is @ practical translation of 
what the resistance had 
warned against.” 

The Al-Aqsa Mosque com- 
pound is the third holiest 
site in Islam and is built on 
a hilltop that is the holiest 
site for Jews, who refer to it 
as the Temple Mount. It lies 
at the emotional heart of 
the conflict, and Palestin- 
ians and Israeli police have 
clashed there repeatedly 
in recent weeks.L) 


Australia seeks friendship with Solomons despite China pact 
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Australian Minister of Defense Peter Dutton, poses for a group 
photograph with Australian Foreign Minister Marise Payne, 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, and Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin at the State Department in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 


16, 2021. 
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SYDNEY (AP) — Australia’s 
defense minister said Fri- 
day that his nation wants to 
continue having a strong 
friendship with the Solomon 
Islands despite it signing a 
security pact with China. 
Speaking on Australia’s 
Nine Network “Today” 
show, Peter Dutton said 
Solomon Islands Prime Min- 
ister Manasseh Sogavare 
has been very clear that 
he is not going to allow a 
Chinese military base to 
be built on the iskands and 
Australia is taking him at his 
word. 

“The deal that has been 
signed between the Solo- 
mon Islands and China al- 
lows for a security presence 
on the Solomon Islands, 
that’s the whole basis of 
the agreement,” Dutton 


added. 

He said Sogavare “didn't 
have a bad word to say 
about Australia” in the 
leadup to signing the pact 
with China last month. 
“He’s not saying that he 
doesn’t trust Australia or 
that he's unhappy with 
the relationship, quite the 
opposite, in fact, but the 
Chinese operate by a very 
different rule than we do,” 
Dutton said. “We see that in 
Africa and elsewhere, and 
the presence of a security 
force within the Solomon Is- 
lands is a key aspect of the 
agreement that they've 
signed.” 

Sogavare told lawmakers 
in Parliament this week that 
opponents of the security 
pact have demonstrated a 
lack of trust and insulted his 


country. 

Sogavare did not name 
the opponents. 

Both the United States and 
Australia have said a Chi- 
nese military presence in 


the Solomons — less than 
2,000 kilometers (1,200 
miles) from northeastern 


Australia would not be tol- 
erated. 

They haven’t been more 
specific. 

The pact has become an is- 
sue in campaigning before 
Australia holds elections on 
May 21. 

Prime Minister Scott Morri- 
son has defended his gov- 
ernment’s management of 
relations with the Solomon 
Islands, while opposition 
leaders have said the pact 
is an Australian foreign poli- 
cy failure.Q 
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CHERISH MOM WITH A BRUNCH CELEBRATION AT THE RITZ-CARLTON, ARUBA 
YOU CAN ELEVATE YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH AN EXCLUSIVE MOET & CHANDON OFFER 
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Mexico closes U.S. gravel quarry that had been pressured 


By MARK STEVENSON 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 
Mexican government said 
Friday it has closed a lime- 
stone gravel quarry owned 
by aU.S. company, a move 
likely to add fuel to an on- 
going trade dispute with 
the firm. 

The Environment Depart- 
ment said Friday it closed 
the quarry owned by Vul- 
can Materials near Playa 
del Carmen, on the Carib- 
bean coast. Parts of the 
quarry have been exca- 
vated below the water 
table, and the department 
said the mining threatened 
water quality and subsoil 
conditions. 

But the timing of the move 
raised questions: Vulcan 
has been operating the 
quarry for around three 
decades, and President 
Andrés Manuel Lopez Ob- 
rador had recently threat- 
ened the company. 

L6pez Obrador wants the 
water-filled quarry to be 
used as a theme park to 
rival the nearby XCaret 
park. He also wants Vulcan 
to build a cruise ship dock 


Mexico's President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador speaks during a joint statement with Guatema- 
lan President Alejandro Giammattei at the National Palace in Guatemala City, Thursday, May 5, 
2022. 


at a freight terminal it oper- 
ates on the coast. He has 
pressured the Alabama- 
based aggregates com- 
pany to sell the property to 


the government, or open a 
water park itself. 

Vulcan issued a statement 
Thursday saying it "strongly 
believes that this action by 
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the Mexican government is 
illegal." 

"The Company has the 
necessary permits to oper- 
ate and intends to vigor- 


ously pursue all lawful av- 
enues available to it in or- 
der to protect its rights and 
resume normal operations," 
it said. 

The company's property 
includes several adjoining 
sites; some have have al- 
ready been quarried, and 
others haven't. In late 2018 
the company filed for an 
arbitration panel under the 
old North American Free 
Trade Agreement, after 
Mexico refused to allow 
quarrying at some of the 
sites. 

The company said a deci- 
sion is expected in the sec- 
ond half of 2022. The Envi- 
ronment Department said 
the company is seeking 
about $1.5 billion in dam- 


ages. 
The Mexican government 
originally said a_ tenta- 


tive agreement had been 
reached with Vulcan Ma- 
terials, and the company 
said it was willing to open a 
water park and cruise ship 
facility. But it has no experi- 
ence at doing either, and 
would really just like to con- 
tinue mining gravel.) 


Powerful blast at Havana hotel kills 8 people, injures 40 
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By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
HAVANA (AP) — A power- 
ful explosion apparently 
caused by a natural gas 
leak Friday killed eight peo- 
ple and injured at least 40 
when it blew away outer 
walls from a five-star hotel 
in the heart of Cuba's capi- 
tal. 

No tourists were staying at 
the 96-room Hotel Sarato- 
ga because it was under- 
going renovations, Havana 
Gov. Reinaldo Garcia Za- 
pata told the Communist 
Party newspaper Granma. 
"It has not been a bomb or 
an attack. It is a tragic ac- 


cident," President Miguel 
Diaz-Canel, who visited the 
site, said in a tweet. The 
blast happened as Cuba 
is struggling to revive its 
key tourism sector that was 
devastated by the corona- 
virus pandemic. 

Cuba's national health 
minister, José Angel Portal, 
told The Associated Press 
that hospitals had received 
about 40 injured people, 
but estimated that the 
number could rise as the 
search continues for peo- 
ple who may be trapped 
between the debris of the 
19th century structure in 


the Old Havana neighbor- 
hood of the city. 

Granma reported that lo- 
cal officials said 13 people 
were missing. An elementa- 
ry school next to the hotel 
was evacuated and local 
news media said no chil- 
dren were hurt. 

Police cordoned off the 
area as firefighters and res- 
cue workers toiled inside 
the wreckage of the hotel, 
which is about 110 yards 
(100 meters) from Cuba's 
Capitol building. The hotel 
has been used frequently 
by visiting VIPs and political 
figures.) 
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A photographer documents the five-star Hotel Saratoga after 
it was destroyed by a deadly explosion in Old Havana, Cuba, 
Friday, May 6, 2022. 
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BINGO IS BACK EVERY THURSDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY! 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 


OnOr 


“SATURDAY! 
SUNDAY FUNDAY 


Super 4-Card BINGO 
starting at lpm! 
$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 


Si,500 fin Gash Pafizes 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 


Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 


Additional $500 Cash Prize in our 
Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you 
purchase your card before noon! 


Albambra Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


Play Responsibly. Visit www.gamblersanonymous.org if you or someone you know has a gambling problem. 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Covid Test Center at Paseo has the best experience! 


PALM BEACH - Don’t spend a sin- 
gle moment of your long awaited 
holiday in Aruba thinking about 
your return testing. The Covid Test 
Center Aruba located at the Paseo 
Herencia Mall is your travel ally. 
Just sit back and relax knowing 
that, when the time comes, their 
professional staff will make _ this 
process a breeze for you. No need 
to make an appointment or dread 
the nasal swab; you’ll be done with 
it in a matter of minutes and back 
to fun stuff. 


Some regions require proof or certi- 
fication of negative COVID-19 sta- 
tus before allowing people into or 
out of the country. With rules and 
guidelines varying greatly from 
country to country, the safest ap- 


‘avid 
Test Center 
* Aruba =—— 


proach is to have recent proof you 
are COVID-19 negative before 
you get to the airport. Covid Test 
Center @ Paseo provides both PCR 
and Antigen type testing with re- 
sults within hours; and both are ac- 
cepted by the CDC. 

Covid Test Center @ Paseo is con- 
veniently located at the Paseo Her- 
encia Mall in the heart of the Palm 
Beach Strip and right across from 
the Playa Linda and Holiday Inn 
hotels; only two doors from T.G.l. 
Friday's. We are open seven days 
a week, between 9 am and 9 pm. 
This gives you the choice to walk in 
when it better suits you. It can be at 
the start or at the end of your day. 
No appointment needed here. 
The friendly technicians at Covid 
Test Center @ Paseo will take your 


information as we are aware it is 
imperative that this shows accu- 
rately on the results. For a seam- 
less process, please verify that you 
have provided the correct email to 
deliver the certificate. Said certifi- 
cate can be printed at our offices 
should you wish to do so. 

We understand that nobody enjoys 
doing a nasal swab. That is why we 
take pride in our reputation of be- 
ing the gentlest swabbers on the 
island. First, we will not rush you just 
to go to the next in line. Through 
clear given instructions we want 
you to feel comfortable. When 
you are ready, we will promptly 
but tenderly take a proper sample. 
Many elsewhere traumatized peo- 
ple praise the difference it makes 
to test with us. 


Forget about counting hours be- 
fore your flight, our turnaround 
is fast! For travel to the US, for ex- 
ample, a day before will suffice. A 
great game plan is to test first, then 
head out for an evening of dining, 
shopping and entertainment at the 
Paseo Herencia Mall, home of the 
water and lights show in the eve- 
nings. By the time you are back at 
the hotel, your results will be ready 
in your inbox. 

A PCR test costs $75 and results are 
ready the next day, while Antigen 
test costs $35 with same day results. 
If you are staying at an off-high-rise 
area property, you can benefit 
from the free parking our custom- 
ers receive at the mall lot.). 

For more information follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.) 
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Set THE SHOPS 
i Geta FREE athombra AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


=) T-Shirt when you earn Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


250 Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players’ Club card! 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently, Aruba 
Tourism Authority representative 
Marouska Heyliger had the great 
pleasure in honoring many loyal 
Aruba visitors with their distinctive 
certificates. These certificates are 
a way to say “Masha Danki” for 
continuously choosing Aruba as a 
favorite vacation destination. The 
tiles are as following: 10+ years 
“Distinguished Visitor”, 20+ years 
“Goodwill Ambassador” and 36+ 
years “Emerald Ambassador”. 


The honorees were Scott and San- 
dra Mizenko, residents of Walling- 
ford CT, who have been honored 
as Goodwill Ambassadors. 


The couple loves coming to the 
island for its white sandy beaches 
and its friendly Aruban people. 
They added that “Aruba is one 
of the safest to live & travel. It has 
Amazing sunsets. Costa Linda is 
my second home & staff became 
my family.” 


Heyliger together with the repre- 
sentatives of Costa Linda Beach 
Resort presented the certificates 
to the honorees, handed over 
some presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their 
favorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away-from- 
home.) 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - We would like to portrait 
you! By inviting you to send us your fa- 


vorite vacation picture while enjoying our 
Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is 
Baden Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.comand we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive? 


For this year’s celebration of Mother’s Day, 
we would like to portrait how you cele- 
brate! Send us how you celebrated with 


this soecial day with your mom during your 
vacation on the Island. 


Please do note: By submitting photos, text 
or any other materials, you give permission 
to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbe- 
an Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as 
names, likeness, etc. for promotional pur- 
poses without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website 
and Facebook page! Thank you for sup- 
porting our free newspaper, we strive 
to make you a happy reader every day 
again.) 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne's Pretzels 
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NOODLE BAR & TAKE OUT 


Serving a variety of Japanese soups. Choose from fresh ramen, 
Vie foyame-lateMala-Malelele|(- Mb l-av lemme lolli e-laei lta aaa 


DYolIE- Tacoma lelaia| 
Tuesday 5 PM- 11:30 PM 
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10% OFF Deliveries 


on orders via food-aw.com 


Happy Hour 


Every Day 9 PM-11 PM 
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Real economic growth in 2021 driven by strong tourism recovery 


ORANJESTAD - Today the 
Centrale Bank van Aruba 
(CBA) published the State 
of the Economy for the 
fourth quarter of 2021. This 
publication provides a syn- 
opsis of the local and in- 
ternational economic de- 
velopments of this period. 
The domestic highlights are 
presented below. 


Strong rebound of the Aru- 
ban economy during 2021 
During 2021, the Aruban 
economy grew by an esti- 
mated 17.9 percent, after 
contracting by 22.3 per- 
cent in 2020. On the out- 
put level, however, eco- 
nomic activities in 2021 
remained below that of 
2019. The aforementioned 
growth was driven mainly 
by the strong recovery in 
stay-over visitors and their 
spending. Another key driv- 
er of growth was domestic 
consumption, which was 
sustained by government 
support measures, such as 
the Emergency Social Assis- 
tance Fund (FASE), as well 
as the wage subsidy pro- 
gram. While the estimated 
GDP for the first quarter 
of 2021 declined, the fol- 
lowing quarters of 2021 
showed signs of robust re- 
bound compared to the 
year before, rising more 
than 30 percent in each 
subsequent quarter. 


Tourism performed well in 
2021, but remained below 
pre-pandenmiic levels 

Stay-over arrivals regained 
growth in 2021, but did not 
reach pre-pandemic lev- 
els. In 2021, numbers of stay- 


Table 1: Tourism indicators for Aruba 


Indicator 
Stay over visitors 


Total visitors nights 


Cruise visitors (numbers) 


Hotel occupancy rate (%) 


Revenue per available room (in USD) 


Tourism credits” (in Afl. million) 


2020 


368,322 
2,895.62 


8 


Sources: CBA, ATA, AHATA, APA, CTO, STR 


“Percentage points 


““Only those registered at local commercial banks 


255,384 
34.9 
96.3 
1,513.2 


2021 
806,540 
6,007,047 


135,953 
69.0 
232.9 
2,594.4 


Change 


% 
Change 


over visitors strenghtened 
by 72.1 percent in 2019 
terms. Total visitor nights in 
2021 more than doubled 
compared to 2020 (Table 
1). Revenue per available 
room surged by 141.9 per- 
cent in 2021 compared to 
2020, pushed up by the 
higher hotel occupancy 
rate in 2021. The hotel oc- 
cupancy rate practically 
increased twofold from 
34.9 percent in 2020 to 
69.0 percent in 2021. Tour- 
ism credits jumped by 71.5 
percent in 2021 compared 
to 2020, reaching a level 
of Afl. 2,594.4 million at the 
end of 2021. Cruise tourism 
to Aruba in 2021, however, 
significantly lagged behind 
the low performance dis- 
played in 2020, as the first 
cruise ship to arrive in Aruba 
docked on June 9, 2021. 


Financial deficit narrowed 


in 2021, while government 
debt expanded 

On the fiscal side, the fi- 
nancial deficit for 2021 (Afi. 
475.2 million) narowed 
compared to 2020 (Af. 
813.6 million). This relatively 
smaller deficit was a reflec- 
tion of the economic re- 
covery gaining momentum 
as of the second quarter 
of 2021. While government 
revenues inched up in 2021 
compared to 2020, the 
government expenditures 
declined by 16.9 percent in 
2021 compared to the pre- 
vious year. 

Government debt expand- 
ed by Afl. 506.8 million to 
Afl. 5,652.5 million at the 
end of 2021 compared to 
December 2020, as the 
debt burden continued to 
grow due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The share of for- 
eign government debt in 
2021 continued its steady 


Chart 1: Quarterly GDP growth year-over-year 


ascent to 62.7 percent of 
total debt. The share of for- 
eign government debt rose 
continuously as of the sec- 
ond quarter of 2020, when 
the government of Aruba 
began receiving short-term 
loans from the Netherlands 
as liquidity support. The es- 
timated debt-to-GDP ratio 
stood at 108.7 percent at 
the end of 2021, down from 
114.9 percent in 2020. 


Inflation in Aruba is trend- 


ing up 
Higher gasoline prices on 
the international market 


caused inflation to trend 
up during 2021. At the 
end of the fourth quarter 
of 2021, the end-of-period 
inflation in Aruba rose by 
3.6 percent compared to 
the fourth quarter of 2020 
(Chart 2). The end-of-peri- 
od inflation started to flare 
up as of December 2020. 


The 12month average 
inflation rate, on the rise 
since May 2021, reached 
0.7 percent at the end of 
December 2021. Nonethe- 
less, consumer prices in the 
USA rose faster than those 
in Aruba, particularly due 
to the fact that utility prices 
stayed unchanged, creat- 
ing an improved competi- 
tive position for Aruba com- 
pared to the United States 
of America. 


International and _ official 
reserves remained ad- 
equate conform the moni- 
tored benchmarks 

The level of international 
and official reserves was 
again adequate in 2021, 
according to the bench- 
marks monitored by the 
CBA. International reserves 
(incl. revaluation differenc- 
es) grew to Afl. 3,130.6mil- 
lion in 2021 (+Afl. 776.8 
million) compared to end- 
2020 (Chart 3). The main 
contributors of the gain 
in international reserves 
throughout 2021 were the 
short-term loans that were 
provided by the Dutch 
government to the Govern- 
ment of Aruba to cover its 
large liquidity needs. These 
loans were complemented 
by recovered foreign ex- 
change inflows related to 
tourism services. 


The complete publication 
is available on the CBA’s 
website (https://www.cba- 
ruba.org/document/state- 
of-the-economy).L) 
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Do you need a grad ace to compete right now? Probably not 


By ANNA HELHOSKI of 
NerdWallet 

More U.S. workers than ever 
hold a graduate degree. 
Years of intensifying job re- 
quirements and headlines 
declaring a master's "the 
new bachelor's degree" 
nudged a record num- 
ber of students into grad 
school. 

And yet more well-paying 
jobs no longer require a 
college degree at all. In 
this tight labor market, do 
college grads need a mas- 
ter's degree to compete? 
Maybe not. 

"We have all reduced our 
almost obsession with the 
master's degree," says 
Johnny C. Taylor Jr., CEO 
and president of the Soci- 
ety for Human Resource 
Management. 

Anecdotal and _ statistical 
evidence shows employers 
were already pulling back 
degree requirements even 
before the pandemic: Data 
from a job market analysis 
done by the Burning Glass 
Institute show a reduction 
in middle-skills and high- 
skills requirements — jobs 
that require more educa- 
tion than a high school di- 
ploma — from 2017 to 2019. 
If fewer employers are re- 
quiring grad degrees to 
gain entrance to good 
jobs, prospective students 
should assess whether ad- 
vanced degrees are worth 
taking on debt. 

SOME FIELDS STILL REQUIRE 
ADVANCED DEGREES 
Advanced degrees are still 
the key to entering certain 
professions: Medicine, law 
and teaching come to 
mind. In other fields, as long 
as you can convey you 
have the skills an employer 
is looking for, you can get 
a job without an advanced 
degree, says Brad Hersh- 
bein, senior economist and 
deputy director of research 
for the W.E. Upjohn Institute 
for Employment Research 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
ADVANCED DEGREES 
COULD HEDGE AGAINST A 
RECESSION 

Employers are likely reduc- 
ing education  require- 
ments to fill slots, which can 
be difficult in a tight labor 
market like this one, experts 
say. But that doesn't mean 
it will last. 


Graduates of the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley attend their commencement ceremony at 


the schools parking lot on Friday, May 7, 2021, in Edinburg, Texas. 


"Nobody can quite explain 
what we're going through 
now; | think everyone thinks 
it's temporary," says Gordon 
Lafer, a professor in the La- 
bor Education & Research 
Center at the University of 
Oregon. 

Holding an advanced de- 
gree could provide a safe- 
guard for the future. If the 
economic tide turns , Taylor 
says, the degree becomes 
a differentiator. 

Advanced degrees tend to 
correlate with lower unem- 
ployment rates compared 
with bachelor's or associ- 
ate degrees. But generally, 
any degree acts as a buf- 
fer against unemployment. 
During the Great Reces- 
sion, those with bachelor's 
degrees and higher were 
more likely to keep their 
jobs, according to 2014 re- 
search by the Georgetown 
University Center on Edu- 
cation and the Workforce 
. The same goes for job 
retention during the early 
days of the pandemic, ac- 
cording to June 2020 data 
from The Federal Reserve 
Bank of San Francisco. 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS 
DON'T ALWAYS PAY OFF 
What consumers need is 
data that show program- 
specific outcomes like 
graduates’ employment 
rates and average salaries. 


These are woefully difficult 
to find. For example, the 
College Scorecard, a data 
tool from the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education , which 
provides information on 
outcomes like graduation 
rates and _ post-graduate 


salaries, doesn't include 
graduate-level data by 
major. 


The lack of transparency 
makes it harder for pro- 
spective students to make 
an informed decision. And 
that could lead some to 
end up with debt they're 
unable to repay. 

"Not everyone _ realizes 
there's a risk that it's a bad 
financial investment," says 
Hershbein. 

Graduate loan debt has 
reached an all-time high, 
according to data from the 
federal government and 
think tanks like the Center 
for American Progress and 
Brookings. 

Unlike undergraduate 
loans, which have stricter 
limits on the amount of 
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debt students can take 
on annually, federal Grad 
PLUS and private graduate 
loans allow students to bor- 
row up to the cost of atten- 
dance, so it's easier to rack 
up debt. 

Your eamings after at- 
taining a grad degree will 
largely depend on your 
field and employer. Out- 
comes in some fields are 
easier to predict than in 
others, says Hershbein. 
"Teachers' master's degrees 
are carefully calibrated; 
based on union contracts 
they know what the pay 
is going to be," says Her- 
shbein. But outcomes for 
master's in areas like public 
policy or fine arts are more 
of an unknown, he adds. 
MASTER'S PROGRAMS ARE 
NOT ALL EQUAL 

Where you get your de- 
gree also matters. "If you're 
getting an online master's 
degree from the Univer- 
sity of Phoenix it will pay off 
less than a master's degree 
from the University of Penn- 


sylvania," Hershbein says. 
Taylor says the nature of 
remote learning during the 
pandemic erased some 
of the bias around online 
programs, but employer 
preference is still skewed 
toward degrees from elite 
colleges. 

"| think we have to be hon- 
est with ourselves: There's 
always an elitism that plays 
itself into the hiring process," 
says Taylor. 

For graduate students, at- 
tending a highly selective 
university might help them 
make professional con- 
nections to more easily get 
a job. And grad programs 
are "cash cows" for universi- 
ties, says Hershbein. Univer- 
sities Count on the prestige 
of their undergraduate de- 
grees to attract graduate 
students into expensive 
programs. 

Students then rack up ex- 
orbitant debt for degrees 
that might not pay off. 

An estimated 40% of mas- 
ter's degree programs do 
not pay off at all, accord- 
ing to February 2022 data 
from the Foundation for Re- 
search on Equal Opportu- 
nity, a nonprofit think tank. 
The uncertainty means pro- 
spective students will need 
to do some legwork to 
prevent graduate school 
from harming their financ- 
es more than it helps their 
employment prospects. 
That means graduate ap- 
plicants should: 

— Start with the graduate 
program costs on a school's 
website. 

— Search earnings and 
entry-level degree require- 
ments for occupations us- 
ing the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics Occupational 
Outlook Handbook. 

— Scour other tools that 
list program types and out- 
comes by degree level 
including the Wall Street 
Journal and the George- 
town Center on Education 
and the Workforce.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS = 40 King 
1 Bloke march 
5 Rancor site 
10Crackup 41 Transmits 
12Danger 42Louver 
13 Ordered piece 
display 
14Bakey DOWN 
come-on = 1 Brooch 
15 Start for part 


pitch or 2 Apallo 
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Yesterday's answer 

26 Portland 
setting 

27 Excitation 
class 28 Famed 
topic cellist 

17 Tympanic 29 Bud 

holders 
brane 31 Coup — 

20 Clue room 33 Son of 
Zeus 

36 Throw in 

38 French 
article 


9 Oryx’s 
cousin 
11 Health 


mo Theater 
setting 

3 Dawn 
goddess 


4 Links 
org. EM 


16 Setting 
item 

18 Dramatist 
Jonson 

19 lran, ance 

21 Blue 
cheese 
feature 

22 Mother- 
hood 

24 Reversed 

25 Contem- 
porary 
quality 

29 Fluctuate 

30 Barefoot 

32 Pigged 
out 

33 Cherbourg 
chum 

34 Reuben 
bread 

35 Tea 
additive 

37 “Adam 


5 Much 
email 

6 For every 21 Some 

7 Asimov skirts 
book 23 Fools 

8 Opportune 25 Grow up 


AXYDLBAAXKR 
is LONGFELLOW 
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 
are all hints. Each day the code Ietters are different. 


5-7 CRYPTOQUOTE 


KOUKFY PGBGBXGP SDKS FQL 


KPG KXYQOLSGOF LZWNLG. 


VLYS OWEG GRGPFOZG GOYG. 


— BKPCKPGS BGKJ 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: | REFUSE TO JOIN 
ANY CLUB THAT WOULD HAVE ME AS 
A MEMBER. — GROUCHO MARX 


How does it f-e-e-e-e-I? Bob Dylan 
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museum opening in Tulsa 


ty 


Steven Jenkins, director of the Bob Dylan Center and archive, 
poses for a photo at the archive wall, Thursday, May 5, 2022, in 


Tulsa, Okla. 


By DAVID BAUDER 

AP Media Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — El 
vis Costello, Patti Smith 
and Mavis Staples will be 
among the dignitaries ex- 
pected in Tulsa, Oklaho- 
ma, this weekend for the 
opening of the Bob Dylan 
Center, the museum and 
archive celebrating the 
Nobel laureate's work. 
Dylan himself won't be 
among them, unless he sur- 
prises everyone. 

The center's subject and 
namesake has an open 
invitation to come. any- 
time, although his absence 
seems perfectly in charac- 
ter, said Steven Jenkins, the 
center's director. Oddly, 
Dylan was just in Tulsa three 
weeks ago for a date on his 
concert tour, sandwiched 
in between Oklahoma City 
and Little Rock, Arkansas. 
He didn't ask for a look 
around. 

"| don't want to put words 
in his mouth," Jenkins said. 
"| can only guess at his rea- 
soning. Maybe he would 
find it embarrassing." 

It's certainly unusual for a 
living figure — Dylan is due 
to turn 81 on May 24 — to 
have a museum devoted 
to him, but such is the shad- 
ow he has cast over popu- 
lar music since his emer- 
gence in the early 1960s. 
He's still working, perform- 
ing onstage in a show de- 
voted primarily to his most 
recent material. 

And he's still pushing the 
envelope. "Murder Most 
Foul," Dylan's nearly 17-min- 
ute rumination on the Ken- 
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nedy assassination and ce- 
lebrity, is as quietly stunning 
as "Like a Rolling Stone" was 
nearly a half-century ago, 
even if he's no longer at the 
center of popular culture. 
The center offers an immer- 
sive film experience, per- 
formance space, a studio 
where visitors can play pro- 
ducer and "mix" different 
elements of instrumenta- 
tion in Dylan's songs and a 
curated tour where people 
can take a musical jour- 
ney through the stages of 
his career. The archive has 
more than 100,000 items, 
many accessed only by 
scholars through appoint- 
ment. 

Museum creators said they 
wanted to build an experi- 
ence both for casual visi- 
tors who might not know 
much of Dylan's work and 
for the truly fanatical — the 
skimmers, the swimmers 
and the divers, said design- 
er Alan Maskin of the firm 
Olson Kundig. 

The museum hopes to cele- 
brate the creative process 
in general, and at open- 
ing will have an exhibit of 
the work of photographer 
Jerry Schatzberg, whose 
1965 image of Dylan is em- 
blazoned on the building's 
three-story facade. 

Since Dylan's still creating, 
"we're going to continue 
to play catch-up" with him, 
Jenkins said. 

So for a figure who was 
born and raised in Minne- 
sota, came of musical age 
in New York and now lives 
in California, how does a 
museum devoted to his 


life's work end up in Okla- 
homa? 

He's never seemed the nos- 
talgic type, but Dylan rec- 
ognized early that his work 
could have historical inter- 
est and value, Jenkins said. 
Together with his team, he 
put aside boxes full of ar- 
tifacts, including photos, 
rare recordings and hand- 
written lyrics that show how 
his songs went through revi- 
sions and rewrites. 

With use of those lyrics, two 
of the early displays will 
focus on how the songs 
"Jokerman" and ‘Tangled 
Up in Blue" took shape 
— the latter with lyrics so 
elastic that Dylan was still 
changing verses after the 
song had been released. 
Dylan sold his archive in 
2016 to the Tulsa-based 
George Kaiser Family Foun- 
dation, which also oper- 
ates the Woody Guthrie 
Center — a museum that 
celebrates one of Dylan's 
musical heroes and is only 
steps away from the new 
Dylan center. 

Dylan likes the Guthrie mu- 
seum, and also appreci- 
ates Tulsa's rich holdings of 
Native American art, Jen- 
kins said. Much of that is 
on display at another new 
facility, the Gilcrease Muse- 
um, which is also the world's 
largest holding of art of the 
American West. 

"| think it's going to be a true 
tourist draw to Tulsa for all 
the right reasons," said Tulsa 
Mayor G. T. Bynum. "This is 
one of the great musicians 
in the history of humankind 
and everyone who wants 
to study his career and see 
the evolution of his talent 
will be drawn to it." 

Bynum hopes that it also 
encourages others who 
may someday want to put 
their archives on display, 
and make Tulsa a center 
for the study of modern 
American music. 

Dylan designed and _ built 
a 16-foot-high metal sculp- 
ture that will be displayed 
at the entrance to the 
museum. Otherwise, he 
had nothing to do with the 
museum's design and de- 
clined, through a spokes- 
man, to offer a comment 
about the opening.L) 
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Virus found in pig heart used in human transplant 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 

AP Medical Writer 
Researchers trying to learn 
what killed the first person 
to receive a heart trans- 
plant from a pig have dis- 
covered the organ har- 
bored an animal virus but 
cannot yet say if it played 
any role in the man's death. 
A Maryland man, 57-year- 
old David Bennett Sr., died 
in March, two months after 
the groundbreaking experi- 
mental transplant. Universi- 
ty of Maryland doctors said 
Thursday they found an 
unwelcome surprise — viral 
DNA inside the pig heart. 
They did not find signs that 
this bug, called porcine cy- 
tomegalovirus, was caus- 
ing an active infection. 

But a major worry about 
animal-to-human trans- 
plants is the risk that it could 
introduce new kinds of in- 
fections to people. 
Because some viruses are 
"latent," meaning they lurk 
without causing disease, "it 
could be a hitchhiker," Dr. 
Bartley Griffith, the surgeon 
who performed Bennett's 
transplant, told The Associ- 
ated Press. 

Still, development is under 
way of more sophisticated 
tests to "make sure that we 
don't miss these kinds of vi- 
ruses," added Dr. Muham- 
mad Mohiuddin, scientific 
director of the university's 
xenotransplant program. 
The animal virus was first re- 
ported by MIT Technology 
Review, citing a scientific 
presentation Griffith gave 
to the American Society of 
Transplantation last month. 
For decades, doctors have 
tried using animal organs 
to save human lives with- 
out success. Bennett, who 
was dying and ineligible 
for a human heart trans- 
plant, underwent the last- 
ditch operation using a 
heart from a pig geneti- 
cally modified to lower the 
risk that his immune system 
would rapidly reject such a 
foreign organ. 

The Maryland team said the 
donor pig was healthy, had 
passed testing required by 
the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration to check for infec- 
tions, and was raised in a 
facility designed to prevent 
animals from spreading 
infections. Revivicor, the 


In this photo provided by the University of Maryland School of Medicine, members of the surgical 
team show the pig heart for transplant into patient David Bennett in Baltimore on Friday, Jan. 7, 


2022. 


company that provided 
the animal, declined to 
comment. 

Griffith said his patient, 
while very ill, had been re- 
covering fairly well from 
the transplant when one 
morning he woke up worse, 
with symptoms similar to 
an infection. Doctors ran 
numerous tests to try to un- 
derstand the cause, and 
gave Bennett a variety of 
antibiotics, antiviral medi- 
cation and an immune- 
boosting treatment. But the 
pig heart became swollen, 
filled with fluid and eventu- 


ally quit functioning. 

"What was the virus doing, 
if anything, that might have 
caused the swelling in his 
heart?" Griffith asked. "Hon- 
estly we don't know." 

The reaction also didn't ap- 
pear to be a typical organ 
rejection, he said, noting 
the investigation still is un- 
derway. 

Meanwhile doctors at oth- 
er medical centers around 
the country have been 
experimenting with animal 
organs in donated human 
bodies and are anxious to 
attempt formal studies in 
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living patients soon. It's not 
clear how the pig virus will 
affect those plans.l) 
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HEALTH 


na 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Paradera Tel. 588 6638 

San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


(Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
|Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Change of guard? Alcaraz overpowers Nadal at Madrid Open 


By TALES AZZONI 

AP Sports Writer 

MADRID (AP) — This time, 
the Spanish player being 
celebrated on center court 
wasn't Rafael Nadal. 

The loud cheers from spec- 
tators at the Caja Mdgica 
in Madrid were, instead, 
directed at the teenage 
sensation considered the 
Spanish successor to the 
all-time great Nadal. 

In a clash of generations, 
19-year-old Carlos Alcaraz 
overcame an injury to de- 
feat his idol 6-2, 1-6, 6-3 in 
the Madrid Open quarterfi- 
nals on Friday. 

The teen recovered from 
a bad ankle twist early in 
the second set to earn his 
first victory against Nadal, 
marking what could be the 
beginning of a change of 
guard in Spanish tennis. 

"It's obvious there's (a 
change in guard)," Nadal 
said. "He turned 19 yester- 
day, I'm almost 36 years 
old. If (the change) begins 
today or not, we will find 
out in the next months. I'm 
happy for him. He was bet- 
ter than me in several as- 
pects of the game." 

Nadal also was loudly sup- 
ported throughout the 
match, and the five-time 
champion received a huge 
ovation as he left the court. 
Alcaraz was emotional af- 
terwards. 


Spain's Carlos Alcaraz celebrates after winning a set during a match against Spain's Rafael Nadal 
at the Mutua Madrid Open tennis tournament in Madrid, Friday, May 6, 2022. 


"It means a lot to me to 
beat Rafa, to beat the 
best player in the history on 
clay," he said. "This is the re- 
sult of all the hard work I've 
done." 

It was Nadal's first loss to a 
Spaniard in six years, since 
to Fernando Verdasco at 
the 2016 Australian Open. 
He had a 138-21 record 
against his countrymen be- 
fore facing Alcaraz for a 
third time. 

The ninth-ranked Alcaraz is 
the youngest ever semifi- 


nalist in Madrid. He will next 
face top-ranked Novak 
Djokovic, who eased past 
Hubert Hurkacz 6-3, 6-4. 

Still far from his best form 
after a six-week injury lay- 
off, Nadal predicted a 
hard time keeping up with 
the energy of Alcaraz. He 
was right early on, as the 
youngster overpowered 
him to easily win the first set 
with three breaks. 

But Alcaraz lost momen- 
tum after needing medi- 
cal attention for his right 
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ankle, losing 20 of the next 
22 points as Nadal cruised 
through the second set. 

"It was a little bit painful, 
but it was no reason to do 
the second set that | have 
done," Alcaraz said. "l think 
that | have let myself go. | 
was thinking of my ankle alll 
the time and not on play- 
ing the match." 

The match also was inter- 
rupted in the second set af- 
ter a fan became ill in the 
stands. 

Both players got off to a 


great start this season; both 
have a tour-leading three 
titles already. 

Nadal's run was hampered 
by a rib stress fracture he 
sustained in his semifinal 
win against Alcaraz in In- 
dian Wells. Nadal saved 
four match points to get 
past David Goffin in a third- 
round match that lasted 
more than three hours on 
Thursday. 

He said it was a positive 
balance for him after win- 
ning two matches following 
his injury layoff. 

"It's an easy loss to digest 
in that regard, because 
we knew what we could 
expect here," he said. "My 
only dream is (to) be in 
Paris (for the French Open) 
healthy enough and physi- 
cally good enough to com- 
pete at the highest level 
possible.” 

Three-time Madrid cham- 
pion Djokovic had little 
trouble against Hurkacz. 
The Serb took advantage 
of Hurkacz's slow start and 
took a 3-0 lead after the 
Polish player ceded his first 
service game by hitting 
long. 

Another spate of unforced 
errors cost Hurkacz a sec- 
ond-set break when he 
smacked a forehand long. 
Djokovic's dominance was 
never ended and he won 
on his fourth match point.) 


Brittney Griner detained in Russia as Mercury opens season 


Phoenix Mercury center Brittney Griner pauses on the court dur- 
ing the second half of a WNBA basketball game against the Se- 
attle Storm, Sept. 3, 2019, in Phoenix. 


PHOENIX (AP) — The Phoe- 
nix Mercury open the sea- 
son at home Friday night 
against the Las Vegas 
Aces. 

One player who won't be 
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on the bench will be promi- 
nently on everyone's minds: 
Brittney Griner. 

As the Mercury and the rest 
of WNBA move forward in 
the 2022 season, Griner is 


nearing the three-month 
mark of her detention in 
Russia, with no timetable 
for her release. 

"We think about her every 
day," Mercury guard Skylar 
Diggins-Smith said recently. 
"We love her and we're go- 
ing to continue to carry her 
legacy, her voice and play 
in her honor until she gets 
back here with us." 

Griner was detained on 
Feb. 17 after authorities at 
the Moscow airport said 
they found vape cartridges 
that allegedly contained 
oil derived from cannabis in 
her luggage, which could 
carry a maximum penalty 
of 10 years in prison. The 
Biden administration de- 
termined Griner is being 
wrongfully detained and 
she has a hearing set for 


May 19. 

The WNBA will honor Gri- 
ner with a floor decal with 
her initials on her No. 42 in 
arenas across the league 
as she continues to be de- 
tained. 

A 6-foot-9 center, Griner 
and WNBA career leading 
scorer Diana Taurasi have 
been the key cogs for a 
Mercury franchise that won 
the 2014 WNBA title and 
reached the final last sea- 
son, losing to the Chicago 


Sky. 
Griner is a six-time All-Star 
and won consecutive 


WNBA Defensive Player of 
the Year awards in 2014- 
15. She had one of the best 
seasons of her nine-year 
WNBA career in 2021, lead- 
ing the WNBA in blocked 
shots while finishing second 


in scoring and sixth in re- 
bounding. 

Griner again was expected 
to play a key role for the 
Mercury this season after 
the team bolstered its ros- 
ter with the additions of 
Tina Charles and Diamond 
DeShields. 

Now Phoenix must adjust to 
playing without Griner. 
"Once you bounce the 
ball, you start blowing the 
whistle, that's all you're real- 
ly focused on when you're 
a competitor," Mercury 
first-year coach Vanessa 
Nygaard said. "In basket- 
ball, at any time, some- 
body could be injured or 
something could happen 
and they wouldn't be avail- 
able, and you got to fight 
with what you got in the 
moment."L) 
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20 horses, full house: Kentucky Derby returns with no limits 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — 
Twenty eager colts break- 
ing from the starting gate, 
a full house for the first 
time in three years, and a 
Kentucky Derby lacking a 
dominant favorite. 

Things could get interest- 
ing Saturday at Churchill 
Downs, where the winners 
in 2019 and 2021 were dis- 
qualified. 

The biggest question for 
these 3-year-olds is whether 
they can handle running 1 
1/4 miles while jostling for 
position in front of the big- 
gest crowd they'll ever see 
and hear. 

"Things can get a _ little 
dodgy throughout the 
race, having to go through 
holes and take dirt and 
take some bumps along 
the way," trainer Chad 
Brown said. "You just never 
know what's going to hap- 
pen when you open the 
gate." 

Zandon is the early 3-1 fa- 
vorite and breaks from 
the No. 10 post, which has 
produced the  second- 
most winners with nine. The 
dark bay colt is trained by 
Brown, seeking his first Der- 
by win after six losses. 

"It would mean everything," 
said Brown, who has had his 
own stable for 15 years. "It's 
so hard to get these Derby 
horses, especially the favor- 
ite." 

After two years of COV- 
ID-19 restrictions, the Derby 
returns in all its noisy, col- 
orful glory. Attendance is 
back to full capacity, which 
means about 150,000 peo- 
ple jammed into Churchill 
Downs, dressed to the nines 
and fortified by mint juleps 
served in souvenir glasses. 
Post time is 6:57 p.m. EDT. 
"You want to adopt the 
philosophy that it's just an- 
other race, but of course 
most definitely it's not just 
another race," said Barba- 
dos-born trainer Saffie Jo- 
seph Jr., who saddles White 
Abarrio. 

In 2019, winner Maximum 
Security was disqualified for 
interference and Country 
House wore the garland of 
red roses. 

In 2020, an eerie silence en- 
veloped the track when no 
fans were allowed because 
of the pandemic and the 
race was pushed back to 
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Kentucky Derby entrant Messier works out at Churchill Downs Friday, May 6, 2022, in Louisville, Ky. 
The 148th running of the Kentucky Derby is scheduled for Saturday, May 7. 


September. Last year, the 
Derby returned to its usual 


spot on the first Saturday in 
May with attendance lim- 


Associated Press 


ited to about 52,000. 
Steve Asmussen has won 
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more races in North Amer- 
ica than any other trainer, 
but he's never won the Der- 
by in 23 tries. He'll saddle 
Epicenter, the early 7-2 sec- 
ond choice that earned 
his first career victory at 
Churchill Downs last fall. 
"You have no control over 
how 20 3-year-olds will han- 
dle this volume of crowd 
for the first time," Asmussen 
said. "None of them obvi- 
ously has been in a race 
that's had that many run- 
ners in it." 

The 148th Derby is missing 
horse racing's household 
name: Bob Baffert. The Hall 
of Fame trainer with a re- 
cord-tying six victories was 
banned by Churchill Downs 
this year and next after last 
year's winner, Medina Spirit, 
flunked a post-race drug 
test.) 


Promo Start at I2Zpm 


Sunday, May 8th 2022 


Remember to Earn your Double Points. 
Everyday From 10am till 6pm 
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American White Cheese 3 Premium Cooked Ham 35% Oscar Mayer Smoked Ham 160z : Belgicioso Snacking Cheese Parmesan 602 3 Frikandellen 20st 1400gr 
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Begro Assorted 
Vegetables 450gr 
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Derlon Styling Gel 500m| 
Extra & Mega Strong 
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Holmes Bars 7oz 
Assorted 
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Ferrero Rocher 16pcs Campbell Pork & Beans 
53.2502 


} Boerenbol 108gr 


